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such an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 

The claims are not limited to the technical features of the invention as disclosed in, and supported by, 
the specification. The claims relate to methods of assessing the promoter regions of specific genes with 
respect to hypermethylation and ovarian cancer. However the specification only discloses sequences * 
derived from cDNA clones and does not disclose any promoter sequences. 
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because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the seconjjkand third sentences of Rule 
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As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search 
report covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:2-5, 7, 9, 15, 19, 20, 22, 24, 30, 
45 and 47-50 in full and claims 1, 10-12, 16-18, 25-27, 31-43, 51-53 and 60-69 as they relate to table 3. 



4. 1 I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report 
is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 
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The application claims more than one invention. Rule 13.1 of the PCT states the principle that an International 
Application should relate to only one invention or, if there is more than one invention, that the inclusion of those 

* inventions in one International Application is only permitted if all inventions are so linked as to form a single 
general inventive concept. 

Rule 13.2 of the PCT defines the method for detenriining whether the requirement of unity of invention is satisfied 
in respect of a group of inventions claimed in an International application. Unity of invention exists only when 
there is a technical relationship among the claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding 
"special technical features." The expression "special technical features" is defined in Rule 13.2 as meaning those 
technical features that define a contribution which each of the inventions, considered as a whole, makes over the 
prior art. The determination is made on the contents of the claims as interpreted in light of the description and 
drawings (if any). 

The claims and the description relate to methods for the diagnosis, prediction and treatment of ovarian cancer, using 
gene and peptide sequences whose expression is altered in ovarian cancer. In particular the claims define methods 
relating to the use of over 693 specific gene and/or peptide sequences. 

Although all of the claims share the common feature that they all relate to methods or apparatus that involve the use of 
specific gene or peptide sequences whose expression is altered in ovarian cancer,. this feature is known (see die V 
documents listed below). As such this feature canndt be regarded as a special technical feature and cannot confer 
unity on the inventions relating to the use of specific gene or peptide sequences for the detection or treatment of 
ovarian cancer. 

Dl US 5 912 142 
D2 US 6 268 165 
D3 WO 01 21653 

D4 Bayani et al (2002) Cancer Research 62, 3466-76 

Furthermore, there is nothing in the specification to suggest that the genes can be further divided into groups, where 
sequences within a group share a common special technical feature. " Although the specification discloses that some of 
the genes can be classified into further, narrower groups, these further divisions also cannot be regarded as special 
technical features. These divisions correspond to groups of genes that are down-regulated or up-regulated in cancers 
and genes that are associated with specific types of ovarian cancers, such as epithelial or mucinous ovarian cancer. 
However these groups are known, as are methods of using genes specifically associated with these narrower groups for 
the treatment and detection of specific subsets of ovarian cancers. See in particular D4 

Although there is a lack of unity the ISA has searched, as a service to the applicant, five sets often sequences for five 
search fees. 

These sequences comprise SEQ IDNOS 1- 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39, 41, 43, 45, 
46, 48, 50, 52, 53, 55, 57, 59, 60- 63, 65, 67, 69, 71-75, 77, 79, 81, 83. 
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